
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Friends and Colleagues, 

We have just completed a multi-year process to update the Raptor Research Foundation's bylaws. 
These updates were critical to keep us in compliance with non-profit governance rules and ensure 
the ongoing stability of the foundation for RRF members. While not the most glamorous of topics 
to work on for RRF, the members of the Bylaws Committee reviewed the document many times and 
produced a professional and modern governance document. Please join me in thanking the Bylaws 
Committee for this incredible service: Rob Bierregaard, Clint Boal (Chair), Jennifer Coulson, Mike 
Kochert, Jeep Pagel, and Brian Washburn. 

As we approach our annual conference, I encourage each 
of you to attend the November 9 th business meeting to be 
held at the Hilton Hotel, Fort Collins, Colorado. Your 
board will present updates on how we are meeting the 
RRF mission “to stimulate the dissemination of 
information concerning raptorial birds among interested 
persons worldwide and to promote a better public 
understanding and appreciation of the value of birds of 
prey". We encourage member participation on 
committees and the business meeting is a great way to 
meet committee chairs and find a good fit for your skills 
and interests. We also welcome constructive criticism 
and ideas for moving RRF forward. I hope to see many of 
you in Fort Collins this November. 

As always, I'm glad to discuss suggestions or concerns about the foundation with members. Please 
send me an email president@raptorresearchfoundation.org . 



Best, 

Li66y Mojica 
President 
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RAPTOR RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC 

(Founded in 1966) 

OFFICERS 

President: Libby Mojica Secretary: Joan Morrison 

Vice-president: James Bednarz Treasurer: Jessi Brown 

Past Presidents: Miguel Saggese, Clint Boal 

DIRECTORS 

Eurasian: Oliver Krone At Large #1 

Southern Hemisphere: Munir Virani At Large #2 

At Large Outside North America: Jemima Parry-Jones At Large #3 

Joel (Jeep) Pagel At Large #4 

Cindy Kemper At Large #5 

Todd Katzner At Large #6 

EDITORS 

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Raptor Research: Cheryl Dykstra 
Editor, Wingspan: Brian Washburn 
Website Coordinator: Megan Judkins 

For more information about the Raptor Research Foundation, Inc. (founded in 1966), please visit 
the RRF website at: http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/ . 

Persons interested in birds of prey are invited to join the Raptor Research Foundation (RRF). 
Wingspan is emailed twice each year to all members of RRF and is available on the RRF website. 
Members also receive The Journal of Raptor Research (ISSN 0892-1016), which is published 
quarterly. For membership and subscription information, please contact: Ornithological 
Societies of North America, 1400 South Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60546, USA; 1-312-883- 
4670 (phone); OSNAmembers@gmail.com (email); http://www.osnabirds.org (web). 

Editor's Note - Thanks to the following contributors for this issue of the Wingspan: Clint Boal, 
Rob Bierregaard, Cheryl Dykstra, Erin Katzner, Libby Mojica, Joan Morrison, Jemima Parry-Jones, 
Janusz Sielicki, and Dan Varland. 

Wingspan welcomes contributions from RRF members and others interested in raptor biology and 
management. Please submit contributions via email to Brian Washburn, Wingspan Editor, at 
rrfwingspan@gmail.com . For long contributions, please send as a MS Word attachment. If you 
are submitting photos, please include them within the MS Word document with a caption and 
photo credit. All issues of Wingspan and content guidelines are available at: 
http: //www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/publications / wingspan-newsletter / online- 

newsletters-pdfs 


North America #1: 
North America #2: 
North America #3: 


Juan Manuel Grande 
Travis Booms 
Rob Bierregaard 
Lucia Liu Severinghaus 
Lisa Takats Priestley 
Jennifer Coulson 
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Upcoming Conferences 


2019 Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation 



5-10 November 2019 
Fort Collins, Colorado, USA 


The 2019 Raptor Research Foundation conference will be hosted by Rocky Mountain Raptor Program 
and EDM International in Fort Collins, Colorado at the Hilton Fort Collins. We have a full schedule 
planned, including eight field trips, six workshops, 120 oral presentations and 65 posters. We will have two 
symposia, one on vultures and condors and another on falconry. 


Our Plenary Presentations: 

• R.J. (Rocky) Gutierrez- When a Conservation Conflict Comes Full 

Circle - And Why This Is So 

• Gary C. White - Lessons I Have Learned 

As of 30 September, 297 people had registered; we expect more than 
350 in the final count. Registration is possible right up to conference 
time, so don't hesitate to join us if you've not registered and find you 
have time to attend as conference time draws close. 



Conference information is available at: 

http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/conferences/current-conference 


For questions, contact Carin Avila, Local Committee Chair and Executive Director, Rocky Mountain 
Raptor Program (email: carin@rmrp.org : phone: 970-484-7756). 
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Conference information is available and will be updated periodically at: 

http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/conferences/current-conference 


2020 Annual Meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation 
and the Neotropical Raptor Network 


4-8 October 2020 
Boise, Idaho, USA 


Conference Hosts: 

The Peregrine Fund, Boise State University, Intermountain Bird Observatory, Golden Eagle 
Audubon, and USGS Idaho. 

Co-Chairs: 

Sarah Schulwitz, Director of the American Kestrel Partnership, The Peregrine Fund 
Schulwitz.Sarah@peregrinefund.org & Rick Watson, President, The Peregrine 
Fund rwatson@peregrinefund.org 
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III Andean Condor International Conference 

25-28 November 2019 
Valledupar, Columbia 


The III Andean Condor International Conference will be held in Valledupar, Colombia, from 
November 25-28, 2019. Raptor researchers and conservationists from Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, 
Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, USA, Portugal and Spain will meet to address research and conservation 
needs for this and other species of vultures. 

Details can be found at: 

http://congresointernacionalcondorandino2019.com 

Video: 

https://www.facebook.com/431380230611866/videos/2448448938777689/ 


The 11th ARRCN International Symposium 

10-11 October, 2019 
Bali, Indonesia 



ASIAN RAPTOR RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION NETWORK 


INTEOhMiOHM. SWXFO&UM I ‘0 II OCtMCO 20141 BAH • ihOOKtil*. 


Venue: Udayana University, Sudirman Campus, Bali, Indonesia 
Website: http://arrcnllis.org/ 
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Greetings to the raptor researchers, enthusiasts, educators and those who are interested in and 
being care deeply about the beauty, majesty, and importance of birds of prey. Udayana University, 
in collaboration with Indonesian Ornithologists' Union (IdOU) and Asian Raptor Research and 
Conservation Network (ARRCN) will be hosting the event and would like to invite you to The 11th 
ARRCN International Symposium to be held in Bali, Indonesia on October 10-11, 2019. 

This year's ARRCN Conference will offer workshops, symposia and poster displays on topics of 
forest and raptors, raptor migration; monitoring and movement, genetics, disease, and raptor 
rehabilitation, local perceptions, threats and community-based conservation, including 
ethnobiology, population dynamics, raptor ecology and climate change, and Raptor in human 
modified landscape. For further information and registration please visit our official website at 
http://arrcnllis.org/ 

We look forward to welcoming you in Bali If you have an interest in a Sponsorship,Vendor 
Information, or want an opportunity to present or just attend the 2019 Conference and If need 
additional information please contact the chair of the committee Dr. Eswaryanti Kusuma Yuni, 
email: eswaryanti.k.yuni@gmail.com phone: +62 812-3999-2669. 

See you there! 



News from the RRF 


Twitter Volunteer Needed for RRF 

Submitted by Libby Mojica 

The Raptor Research Foundation is seeking help managing a new Twitter account we established 
primarily to engage the public with the Journal of Raptor Research. We are seeking additional 
volunteers to post and respond to comments. If you love to tweet, please contact Bryce Robinson at 

bryce@ornithologi.com . 
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RRF Treasurer Needed 

Submitted by Rob Bierregaard 


After two terms as RRF Treasurer, Jessi Brown is turning in her abacus and moving on to a position 
on the Board of Directors. 

While the Board of Directors has the ultimate authority and responsibility for the organization's 
finances, the Board relies heavily on the Treasurer for maintenance of RRF's finances. Thus, the 
office of the Treasurer is perhaps the most critical position for keeping the Raptor Research 
Foundation in operation. The Treasurer is responsible, whether directly or via supervising our 
bookkeeper, for maintaining the fiscal health of the organization. The Treasurer is also the official 
business point-of-contact for the IRS, Secretary of State, and all bank accounts and investment 
funds. The Treasurer is elected by the Board of Directors and serves a three-year term. 

If you have experience with basic accounting principles and QuickBooks software, a research 
schedule that does not entail extended periods of time off the grid, about 15 hours/month that you 
could devote to RRF, and a desire to make a real difference for the organization, please email Rob 
Bierregaard f rbierreg @ gmail.com ) for a more detailed job description. 


Journal of Raptor Research News 

Submitted by Cheryl Dykstra ,JRR Editor-in-Chief 


The Journal of Raptor Research is grateful to Karen Steenhof for her 9 years of service as an 
Associate Editor and to Joan Morrison for her 12 years of service as an Associate Editor. Their 
expertise and dedication have elevated the level of science published in the Journal since 2008. We 
wish them great success in their future endeavors. 

The Journal of Raptor Research is pleased to announce that our Journal Impact Factor has increased 
substantially and is now 1.17, with a ranking of 11 out of 28 in the ornithology category. We thank 
all the authors and editors who have contributed to JRR's growing influence and significance. 

The Journal of Raptor Research is planning a special issue on Neotropical raptors. Manuscripts 
addressing any aspect of the ecology and conservation of these species are encouraged. Authors are 
invited to submit to the Journal of Raptor Research at: 

https://www.editorialmanager.com/raptorresearch/default.aspx 

by 1 April 2020. Manuscripts must meet Journal of Raptor Research standards and will be subject 
to the typical peer-review process. 
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Please see JRR Information for Contributors, 

https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/publications/journal-of-raptor- 

research/submission-guidelines/ for instructions on formatting and submission. 


Results of the 2019 Raptor Research Foundation Elections 

Submitted by Joan Morrison 


Election Winners 

North American Director #1: Jessi Brown. Jessi, who also serves as RRF's Treasurer, will 
join the board as the North American Director #1. Jessi has served RRF in several capacities 
over the past decade. She will be replacing Joel (Jeep) Pagel, who is shifting to an At-Large 
Director position. Welcome Jessi! 

At-Large-Directors #1 and #4: Jeep Pagel and Brian Washburn. Jeep will be serving on the 
Board of Directors for another 3 year term but as At-Large Director #1. Jeep replaces Juan 
Manuel Grande, who has served on RRF's board for the past several years. Thank you Juan 
Manuel for your years of service and welcome back Jeep! Brian, who has served on RRF's board 
in the past, will be returning to the Board as At-Large Director #4. Brian will be replacing Lucia 
Severinghaus, who has served on RRF's board for a number of years. Thank you Lucia for your 
service to RRF and welcome back Brian! 

Southern Hemisphere Director: Andre Botha. A newcomer to RRF's board, Andre currently 
is manager of the Vultures for Africa Programme of the Endangered Wildlife Trust, working in 
east and southern Africa. He coordinated and hosted the 2018 RRF Annual Conference at 
Skukuza in Kruger National Park, South Africa during November 2018. Andre replaces Munir 
Virani, who has served on RRF's board for a number of years. Thank you Munir for your years 
of service to RRF, and welcome Andre! 

A big thank you to all the other candidates who ran for one of the open positions. For those who 
were unsuccessful this time, we encourage you to run again - Director positions open up each 
year. Also, there are many other ways to become involved with RRF, for example, as a Committee 
member or chair, or even as a volunteer. We hope you will contact one of the current Officers, 
Directors, or Committee Chairs, all of whom are listed on the RRF website, to learn more. 


Results of Voting for the Revised, Updated Version of RRF's Bylaws 

This year, the Bylaws Committee put forward a revised bylaws for RRF to modernize the document 
and assist the organization in keeping within legal compliance with non-profit laws in the United 
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States. The revised Bylaws were accepted by RRF's Board of Directors in July 2019 and, as 
required, submitted to the overall membership for vote. The revised Bylaws were overwhelmingly 
accepted by the voting membership (91% of those who voted accepted the revised bylaws). 

Of note, however, is that we need to increase RRF members' voting participation. Only 105 
members f—12% of total membership) voted this year, and not all 105 members voted for all open 
positions or voted to accept or oppose the revised Bylaws. This percentage of members who voted 
is down from last year f—15%). The Secretary did not receive any paper ballots although they were 
requested by and sent out to a few members. 


RRF Bylaws Committee Report 

Submitted by Clint Boal 


The Raptor Research Foundation is a nonprofit organization. Nonprofit organizations operate 
under a legally binding set of rules called Bylaws. Bylaws are drafted by the founders or directors of 
the entity under the authority of the entity's Charter or Articles of Incorporation, and are updated 
as necessary. It is a standard practice that Bylaws are reviewed by the Board of Directors of an 
organization on a regular basis. To be relevant, Bylaws should be amended to accurately reflect 
changes in how the organization operates and that it is in compliance with current law. Further, 
the Internal Revenue Service requires nonprofits to report substantial changes to its methods of 
operation as soon as practicable; minor changes must be reported at the next annual filing. 

The Raptor Research Foundation Bylaws have not been reviewed or updated since 1993. The 
review of Bylaws is a 3-step process for RRF. First, the Bylaws Committee reviews and revises the 
Bylaws to bring them up to date to ensure legal compliance. Second, the recommended revision is 
submitted to the Board of Directors for review, revision, and approval. Third, the revised Bylaws 
must be approved by the Voting Membership. 

The Bylaws committee completed Step 1 in 2018 and the Board of Directors completed Step 2 at 
the 2018 Annual Meeting. During Step 2, the Board of Directors provided comments for 
clarification and minor edits. Repeated edits have been conducted and a final version was 
submitted to the President on 25 July 2019 to be advanced to Step 3, vote for approval or reject by 
the RRF Membership. 

Copies of 1) the current bylaws, 2) revised bylaws, and 3) a marked up copy of the bylaws that 
demonstrated what changes had been made were provided electronically on the Raptor Research 
Foundation web page fhttps://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/about/bvlaws/ l to all 
current members in good standing through the OSNA Member Portal. 
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The vote was completed on 15 September 2019, and results reported to us by Secretary Joan 
Morrison. Of the 858 registered members of RRF, 105 (12%) responded, with 94 voting to accept 
changes to the Bylaws, 1 opposing, 8 abstaining, and 2 not voting. The one opposition was from a 
member that stated “I need more information about the change in the mission of the foundation." 
Therefore, the revision of the Bylaws have been approved by the membership of the Raptor 
Research Foundation. 

Respectfully, 

Clint Boal (Chair), Rob Bierregaard, Jennifer Coulson, Mike Kochert, Joel (Jeep) Pagel, and 
Brian Washburn 


Raptor News 


The Peregrine Fund 

Submitted by Erin Katzner 



The year 2020 is just around the corner and The Peregrine Fund 
is excited to welcome you to Boise for the 2020 Annual Meeting 
of the Raptor Research Foundation and the quadrennial meeting 
of the Neotropical Raptor Network! 

The Peregrine Fund will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2020 
and we are already working to make RRF 2020 a memorable 
celebration of raptor science and conservation worldwide. Mark your 
calendar today, because you won't want to miss this party! 


The conference will be held 4-8 October 2020 in Boise, Idaho, USA. Conference hosts include The 
Peregrine Fund, Boise State University, Intermountain Bird Observatory, Golden Eagle Audubon, 
and USGS Idaho. Conference co-chairs are Dr. Sarah Schulwitz, Director of the American Kestrel 
Partnership, and Dr. Rick Watson, President and CEO of The Peregrine Fund. For any questions 
please contact Sarah at Schulwitz.Sarah@peregrinefund.org. 


The Peregrine Fund expands their Global Raptor Impact Network (GRIN) efforts with the 
addition of three scientists. 
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Leah Dunn joined The Peregrine Fund as the Database Architect in 
December 2018. She previously helped develop the original GRIN 
from 2006 to 2008 and has tremendous experience building, 
managing, standardizing, and analyzing large databases. She will 
be the wrangler, handler, and tamer of all things related to raptor 
data. Leah is from Boise, ID and is a graduate of Boise State 
University. She has worked as an ecologist, GIS analyst, and 
conservation database manager for various state and federal 
organizations. For the past 15 years, she worked for the U.S.G.S,. 
Gap Analysis Project in conjunction with Boise State. 



Leah Dunn, Database Architect 
for The Peregrine Fund 


Having joined the team in April 2019, Jennifer McCabe comes 
from the University of Wisconsin where she recently 
completed her postdoctoral studies examining colonization of 
urban areas by Cooper's Hawks. She received her doctorate 
from the University of Maine in 2015 and is an skilled in 
estimating bird distributions. She will fill the role of Spatial 
Ecologist for GRIN, analyzing and predicting species 
distributions as well as creating threat maps to highlight areas 
or species in need of conservation. 

Brian Rolek will serve as a Quantitative Ecologist for the project. 

He previously worked with The Peregrine Fund's team to estimate 
survival rates for Aplomado Falcons and Ridgway's Hawks and 
officially joined the GRIN team in October 2018. He studied at the 
University of Maine where he examined the effects of forestry 
practices on songbird communities. His passion for hunting, 
fishing, and wildlife inspired him to join the world of raptor 
conservation. Rolek will be taking over most data analysis duties, 
calculating demographic rates, determining population trends, and 
identifying potential management actions. 

These biologists will join Dr. Chris McClure, Director of Global Conservation Science, in developing 
and improving the system that will guide the conservation work and strategic plan of The Peregrine 
Fund. GRIN will change the future of conservation by providing the framework to identify, evaluate, 
and address complex environmental and management factors regarding global raptor 
conservation. By creating a centralized system of everything known about raptors, we will prevent 
raptor extinction, protect areas of high raptor conservation value, and address landscape level 
threats impacting multiple species. 


Brian Rolek, Quantitative 
Ecologist for The Peregrine Fund 



Jennifer McCabe, Spatial Ecologist 
for The Peregrine Fund 
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The Peregrine Fund partners with Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the Vulture Specialist 
Group to educate about the African Vulture Crisis in new video. 

In a newly released video, highlighting the efforts of the Vulture Specialist Group, several of The 
Peregrine Fund's biologists are featured sharing the story of vulture conservation in Kenya and 
beyond. Please take a few minutes and watch the video to learn more about this crisis and how we 
are working to stop the poisoning of vultures and other wildlife. If you want to help, you can do so 
online at https://peregrinefund.org/donate by selecting 'African Vultures' from the drop-down 
menu. Watch the video (Swahili and Masai language versions are in development): 

English: https://youtu.be/aABZpK9o-cc 
Portuguese: https://youtu.be/mRPkaoleuGg 
French: https://youtu.be/hcAhORZflyk 
Spanish: https://youtu.be/IRruQ0VkE4c 

We would also like to welcome our new Africa Program Director, Ralph Buij, to the team! Ralph 

joins us after having spent many years in Africa studying a variety of 
raptors including the evaluation of belief-based trade of vultures in 
West Africa and mapping strongholds and threats to African 
Vultures with The Peregrine Fund and Habitatlnfo. In the 
Netherlands, Ralph continues to band several dozens of Goshawks 
and other forest raptors each year as part of a long-term monitoring 
program, and studying habitat use of GPS tracked White-tailed 
Eagles and Marsh Harriers as well as their flight response to wind 
turbines. He is currently based in the Netherlands, where he 
remains employed by Wageningen University, and increasingly in 
Kenya as Director of the Africa and Asia program for the Peregrine 
Fund. 

500 th Aplomado Facon in southern Texas. 

In June, a team of The Peregrine Fund's biologists marked a 
great conservation success when they banded a young 
Aplomado Falcon nestling. This nestling was the 500 th to 
be banded in southern Texas since 1995. Prior to 1995, no 
wild Aplomado Falcons had hatched in the United States 
since at least the 1950s. The species had been extirpated 
(extinct from part of its original range) from the U.S. due to 
habitat loss. In the 1980s and 1990s, The Peregrine Fund 
began reintroducing the Aplomado Falcon to South Texas 
by releasing juvenile falcons bred at the conservation 
organization's headquarters in Boise, Idaho. 


Peregrine Fund biologists band the 



Paul Juergens, Chris Parish, and Brian 
Mutch with the 500th Aplomado Falcon 
nestling banded in South Texas 



Ralph Buij, the new Africa 
Program Director for The 
Peregrine Fund 
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Chris Parish, Director of Global Conservation for the Fund states, “The banding of this 500 th nestling 
demonstrates that persistence and commitment lead to progress in achieving goals, not just our 
goals, but the shared goals of those who, in the words of The Peregrine Fund's late founder Tom 
Cade, "strive to keep the earth fit for life in all its many splendored forms." Peregrine Fund 
biologist Brian Mutch adds, “One of the biggest challenges in all conservation is keeping the eye on 
the prize and keeping that vision clear for all. These efforts take time, and even the smallest steps 
can seem insurmountable. That’s why we celebrate days like these.” When asked about the future 
of Aplomado Falcons, Peregrine Fund biologist Paul Juergens responded, "Habitat is key. For this 
species to succeed, we have to manage the landscapes in a way that gives them the best shot at 
success in a time of rapid and sometimes devastating change. To do so we use what we learn, the 
resulting science produced by studying the species, and share that with landowners and land 
managers who then join us to make the project a success. Tagging this 500th nestling suggests it 
can work.” 

The Aplomado Falcon project is a cooperation of many partners and supporters including the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Private Stewardship Program, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Coastal Bays and Estuaries Program, U.S. National Park Service, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, Matagorda Island National Wildlife 
Refuge, Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Site. 

Zion National Park biologists confirmed a California Condor nestling in a nest on the cliffs 
just north of Angels Landing and this is the 1,000 th California Condor to be banded. 

Biologists estimate the egg was laid mid-March and 
hatched beginning of May. This 1,000th condor is the 
product of the united efforts of citizens, biologists, 
government, and non-government agencies to keep these 
magnificent birds flying free. 

“After over two decades of efforts to restore condors to 
the southwest, it is nice to take a moment to reflect on the 
steady and slow progress made and thank those who have 
contributed so much, like Zion National Park, to see this 
effort through. We have a long way to go, but today we 
celebrate this milestone.” Chris Parish, Director of Conservation for The Peregrine Fund. 

Read the full press release issued by Zion National Park: 

http://www.peregrinefund.org/news-release/3 5 6 . The story was featured in The Guardian on 
July 17: “California condor births mark soaring comeback after numbers dwindled to 22.” 

Scott Simon from NPR's Weekend Edition interviewed The Peregrine Fund's Condor Program 
Manager Tim Hauck on July 20: “California Condors Reach A Milestone Moment.” 
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The Peregrine Fund's Director of Global Conservation Chris Parish was interviewed by The 
Washington Post on July 22: "The largest bird in North America was nearly wiped out. Here's 
how it fought its way back." 

In case you missed it, the newest issue of Spizaetus, the Bulletin of the Neotropical Raptor 
Network (NRN). 

This issue features unique behaviors of Yellow-headed Caracara in 
Costa Rica, Stygian Owls in a new location in Colombia, aggression by 
Short-tailed Hawk against a White Hawk in Mexico, an unusual record 
of a Broad-winged Hawk foraging in a dung pile, and a new record of 
Aplomado Falcons in Central Mexico. Check it out: 
https://assets.peregrinefund.org/docs/newsletters/spizaetus-27- 

en glish-2019-06-20 071033.pdf 

The Neotropical Raptor Network (NRN) works to aid the research and 
conservation of Neotropical raptors by promoting communication and 
collaboration among biologists, raptor enthusiasts, and other 
conservationists working in the Neotropics. Learn more about the 
NRN: http://www.neotropicalraptors.org 



International Centre for Birds of Prey 
Newent, Gloucestershire, UK 

Submitted by Jemima Parry-Jones 


Conservation Breeding 

We bred out seventieth species this year - good timing in my seventieth 
year, a very attractive Mottled Owl [Strix virgata). There is very little 

information about them sadly, but basically, they 
are a South American Tawny Owl [Strix aluco ), 
smaller than our Tawny, but otherwise similar, and 
enchantingly prettier. Interestingly like the 
Spectacled Owl it is taking a very long time to lose 
the very attractive pale down on its head, much 

longer than our Tawny Owls do. We also bred four Lesser Kestrels as a part 
of the Green Balkans breeding programme. A very attractive kestrel, 
smaller than the Eurasian Kestrel but bigger than the American Kestrel. 
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New Birds 

We are now a part of the Secretary Bird breeding programme (although 
actually we were the first people to breed them in captivity in the 1980's 
and to train one as well). A beautiful young female from a Belgium zoo 
arrived in February. It was very cold but a heat lamp over a nest ledge 
quickly made her very happy. We are working on getting her a husband, but 
need to get him in before the dreaded Brexit (we voted to stay!!!) arrives 
because then moving birds from Europe to the UK will be a nightmare again. 

We also plan on a new much larger aviary for her and her new husband. 

Vulture Harnessing Workshop at ICBP 

In August we ran a Vulture harnessing workshop at the Centre under the banner of the groups 
below. The idea was to look at the most used techniques and each very experienced harnesser 
showed his or her method. We recorded all the methods. We also had a very good presentation 
from an expert avian vet (Neil Forbes) pointing out some of the problems that were likely to be met 
when catching and harnessing birds. Plus a superb presentation from Professor Rory Wilson from 
Swansea University, on what effects putting anything onto a bird can have. We had people from 
South and North America, the UK, several countries from Europe, Africa, Bangladesh, India and 
Nepal, so it was a very international group. We also had five suppliers of satellite tags with us as 
well for the three days. We used a number of our birds as models while having our vet there and 
giving them all a veterinary check over at the same time. It was very successful, and we hope to 
produce a document on the various fittings and the pitfalls. It was good to see such a diverse group 
work so well together. 




IUCN 




Species Survival Commission 



VULTURE 

Specialist Group 


satkJM ISS 

Efli a home 


Autumn 

Autumn is upon us already, the weather has, the leaves are just starting to turn, and I think about 
lighting a fire in the wood-burner soon. We change the flying team in a couple of weeks, from 
summer to winter, so my burrowing owl has a rest as do the various falcons that like hot weather 
and we move to the birds that are fine with cooler temperatures, and get ready for the Owl 
Evenings as well. Finally I was lucky enough to be given an award from the Zoological Society of 
London for Outstanding Contributions to the Zoo Community, which was very pleasant and a nice 
evening at the zoo. 
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Workshop Against Illegal Trade in Birds of Prey 

Submitted by Janusz Sielicki 


The IAF (International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey) organized, in 
Abu Dhabi, a Workshop Against Illegal Trade in Birds of Prey, with the support of the Government 
of the United Arab Emirates, the Emirates Falconry Club and the International Fund for Houbara 
Conservation. Representatives of numerous organisation and international MEAs took part, 
including CMS/ Bern Convention MIKT and CMS Raptors MoU, Birdlife International and many 
others. 

Illegal killing and taking in raptors is among main threats to some populations and species. In the 
Saker Falcon it is seen as second largest threat after the massive electrocution in Central Asia. 
Electrocution is one of the main targets of IAF, working with the UAE falconers. The UAE based 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Raptor Fund (MBZRF) started a project of 1 million US dollars to 
retrofit dangerous electrical lines in Mongolia, running until the end of 2020. IAF is actively 
seeking global solutions for future powerline constructions. 

Illegal take, trade and killing must also to be addressed. It has proved obvious that protection of 
natural resources can be done most effectively by local communities, when those resources have 
for them some value. Sustainable use gives such value. This approach has proved to be successful 
in many species around the globe. 

"The illegal trade in birds of prey is one of the greatest threats to the survival of some of these 
iconic bird species. Conservationists and devotees of falconry agree on the necessity of stamping 
out this trade", said Majid A1 Mansouri, the President of the IAF and Managing Director of the 
International Fund for Houbara Conservation, in his opening address. 

The first session of the workshop was chaired by Dr Adrian Lombard, a former IAF President, who 
is Co-Chair of the Thematic Group on the Sustainable Use and Management of Eco Systems of the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN SUME). 

Presentations by Laura Aguado, Coordinator of the CMS Task Force; and a joint report by Ibrahim 
Khader, Director of the Middle East Secretariat of BirdLife International, and Rob Sheldon, 
Chairman of the Ornithological Society of the Middle East, the Caucasus and Central Asia, set the 
scene for the workshop. 

Yehyah Khaled, the Director-General of Jordan's Royal Society for Nature Conservation, presented 
on the society's pioneering role in controlling the trade, and their initiative to legalize falconry in 
Jordan. 
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Matyas Prommer from the Hermann Otto Institute in Hungary, presented results of satellite 
tracking project on sakers in Europe and Central Asia, showing that large part of the tracked birds 
supposedly were trapped. His second subject was a surprising genetic tree of different saker and 
gyrfalcon populations. 

Dr. Alexander Sorokin from the All Russian Research Institute for Environmental Protection, 
discussed illegal and legal trade in birds of prey in Russia, its effects on local populations and a 
summary of seizures of illegally trapped falcons in Russia and Central Asia countries. 

The afternoon session, chaired by Dr. David Scallan, Director-General of FACE, the federation of 
European hunters, started with a presentation by Janusz Sielicki, Vice-president of IAF and Vice- 
president of Falcon Society in Poland, on the population and economic effects of illegal and legal 
trade in birds of prey, showing that with current pressure from electrocution, the legal trade with 
involvement of local communities is the most effective conservation measure to stop illegal trade 
and safeguard the saker populations. 

Dr. Nyambayar Batbayar, Director of the Mongolia Wildlife Science and Conservation Centre, 
presented on the importance of government, conservationists and falconers joining forces to stop 
the illegal trapping of Saker Falcons in Mongolia. Dr. Andrew Dixon reviewed the work of a 
programme launched in Mongolia by the Mohamed bin Zayed Raptor Conservation Fund to reduce 
the impact on raptor populations of birds being killed by electric power lines and artificial nest 
project resulting with a new large subpopulation of sakers. 

The participants of the Workshop worked towards consensus on this Workshop Statement, 
adopted unanimously at the end: 


Statement 


Workshop Against Illegal Trade in Birds of Prey Abu Dhabi, 27 August 2019 

We, the Participants of the Workshop Against Illegal Trade in Birds of Prey that took place in Abu 
Dhabi on 27August 2019: 

Acknowledging that the illegal killing, taking and trade in wild birds of prey (IKB) is a 
conservation problem in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region and source countries; 

Recognizing that wild birds are used by local communities around the world, and are important 
for livelihoods, recreation and for cultural heritage; 

Committing to the zero-tolerance approach to any deliberate IKB of migratory birds which 
contravenes national law and to the commitments to international conventions and MEAs as stated 
in the Cairo Declaration on IKB of the CMS Task Force on IKB for the Mediterranean Region (MIKT); 
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Appreciating that the combating of IKB, in particular the illegal trade of birds of prey requires the 
imposition of legislation and enforcement in conjunction with other measures such as education, 
awareness and managed sustainable use; 

Welcoming the recent synergies on actions to combat IKB created between the Bern Convention, 
the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and the Memorandum of Understanding on the 
Conservation of Migratory Birds of Prey in Africa and Eurasia (Raptors MoU) and the Saker Falcon 
Task Force; 

Further intending to build on the outcomes of the IAF's Falconry Cooperation Strategy for the 
MENA Region developed in 2017 and the outcomes of the Global Flyways Summit of 2018 hosted 
by the International Fund for Houbara Conservation and convened by BirdLife International; 

Recognizing that the sustainable use of wild birds is envisaged in the IUCN Policy Statement on 
Sustainable Use of Wild Living Resources (2000), the IUCN Recommendation 2.74 on Conserving 
the Saker Falcon (2000), the Convention on Biological Diversity and associated Addis Ababa 
Principles and Guidelines for Sustainable Use (2004), and the Saker Falcon Global Action Plan, and 
taking into account CMS Resolution 11.16 (Rev. COP12), which acknowledges “the role of legal and 
sustainable hunting of birds in sustainable livelihoods and conservation of habitats and the role of 
the hunting community in promoting and encouraging compliance with the law and sustainable 
hunting practices”; 

Understanding that sustainable use can provide incentives to conserve species and their habitats, 
particularly when supported by good conservation measures when adequately implemented; 

Further understanding that those involved in illegal trade, directly and indirectly, can be 
persuaded to use birds sustainably if provided with the appropriate information, in their own 
languages, such as www.sakernet.org and the Bern Convention's European Charter on Hunting and 
Biodiversity; 

The Participants of the Workshop Against Illegal Trade in Birds of Prey: 

• Endorse working in close cooperation with local communities in the MENA Region and source 
countries to eradicate the illegal killing, taking and trade in birds of prey including by ensuring the 
legal and sustainable use of birds of prey based on the latest scientific data; 

• Call for the implementation of IUCN Recommendation 2.74 of 2000 Conserving the Saker Falcon, 
utilizing the languages of affected communities; 

• Further call for the implementation of CMS Resolution 11.16 (Rev. COP12) on the Prevention of 
Illegal Killing, Taking and Trade of Migratory Birds including establishing a Regional Task Force, 
with appropriate funding, to address the illegal killing, taking and trade in wild birds of prey 
including promoting legal and sustainable use and trade and building on the experience of the CMS 
Task Force on IKB for the Mediterranean region (MIKT); 
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• Further encourage governments to implement the measures adopted by the MEAs, that will 
combat the illegal trade of birds of prey while promoting legal and sustainable use and trade; 
Request that the conveners of this Workshop communicate this Statement to regional 
governments, authorities and other stakeholders to further encourage implementation; 

• Acknowledge the leadership of bird of prey conservation provided by H.H the late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan al Nahyan and the support for conservation by H.H Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al 
Nahyan and thank the Government of the United Arab Emirates, the Emirates Falconry Club, the 
International Fund for Houbara Conservation and the International Association for Falconry and 
Conservation of Birds of Prey for convening this Workshop. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS and BRIEF NEWS ITEMS 


For Sale 


RRF Publications, Pins, and Decals - Hard copies of The Journal of Raptor Research (Vol. 1-30), 
most Raptor Research Reports, and RRF pins and decals may be purchased directly from RRF (Jessi 
Brown, RRF Treasurer; email: treasurer@raptorresearchfoundation.org ). 

See https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/publications/journal-of-raptor-research/back- 
issues/_for details and prices. Orders for 4 or more issues receive a 30% discount. Hard copies of 
The Journal of Raptor Research (Vol. 50+) maybe purchased from Ornithological Societies of North 
America (1400 South Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60546, USA; 1-312-883-4670 (phone); 
osnamembers@gmail.com (email); http://www.osnabirds.org (web). All issues from Vol. 1- 
39 are available on SORA ( https://sora.unm.edu/ ) for free download. 


Announcements 

Assistance Requested: Surveys about Raptor Conservation 

We are working in a general study to assess the viewpoints of raptor researchers across the world 
about raptor conservation. We would like to ask you to fill out an online survey. It will take you a 
few minutes but we think the results may help us to focus on different aspects of raptor 
conservation worldwide. Please, we also encourage you to share it with other researchers so it 
really covers us much raptor researchers as possible. 
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We divided the survey in four, one focused on Old World and New World vultures, one foccused on 
the remaining Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, Kites, Harriers, etc.), another is focused on Falconids 
(Falcons and Caracaras), and finally one foccused on owls. All four surveys are very similar but 
have small differences. We suggest you complete the ones of the groups that you know better, but 
if you work with different groups and want to complete more than one group it's ok. 

Surveys can be found at: 

Old World and New World vultures https://forms.gle/iu8uDsDKyAMgFQ5c6 
Hawks and eagles https://forms.gle/xT8nVf9MlsE18TH19 
Falcons https://forms.gle/K2r7wP2LADAhfdqT8 
Owls https://forms.gle/vDlkjdlYmfVatX2w9 

The survey will be open between 1 October and 1 December 2019. Many thanks to all of you! 
Santiago Zuluaga (Ph.D. student) and Dr. Juan M. Grande 

Raptor Management and Techniques Manual Available On-line! 

The 2 nd Edition of the Raptor Management and Techniques Manual - Edited by David Bird and Keith 
Bildstein - is available for download (as a PDF) on the Raptor Research Foundation's website 

https://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/publications/techniques-manual 
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